
 

 

 

 

 

Bishops’ House 
Corran Esplanade 
Oban PA34 5AB 

March 16th 2022  

 

Dear Friends,  

I am delighted to send you the customary greetings from the Catholic Church in Scotland as you celebrate Naw Ruz 
and the end of your Nineteen Day Fast.   

As you know I replaced Archbishop Mario Conti as the Bishop with responsibility for interreligious dialogue in 2020 
and each time I have written to you the world has been facing crises which have shown us clearly how vulnerable 
our global community is. There was coronavirus, climate change and now a war in Ukraine which exposes how fragile 
peace in Europe has been with the ever-present danger of nuclear weapons and a possible third world war which 
could drastically change the world as we have known it.  

As people of faith, we feel the pain of our world and the suffering of so many of our brothers and sisters. We know 
that as members of one human family we are implicated in that suffering – both those who suffer and those who 
perpetrate the suffering are our brothers and sisters. We have much to repent of. But so too are those who 
heroically fight for justice, raise their voices in pursuit of peace and reconciliation, shelter the immigrant, care for the 
dispossessed, take humanity further on its journey towards wholeness and unity. In that we have much to be proud 
of. 

For our two faiths this time has been a period of fasting and increased prayer, a time for personal and community 
renewal. In his Lenten sermon Pope Francis quoted a text from the prophet Isaiah reminding us that God “gives 
strength to the weary, he strengthens the powerless… Those who hope in the Lord will regain their strength, they 
will soar on wings like eagles; though they run they will not grow weary, though they walk they will never tire (Is. 
40:29, 31). It is our faith and trust in God that gives us hope for the future. It is our friendships and collaborations 
that allow us to support one another in dedicated action as we work to “rebuild a society which truly lives ‘as a single 
human family.’ (Fratelli Tutti, 8).  I hope and pray that together we might work for this vision which is so central to 
your faith.   

 In the meantime, in my own name, in the name of the Scottish Catholic Bishops and indeed the whole Catholic 
community, a happy Naw Ruz to you all.   

Yours sincerely 

 

+ Brian McGee, Bishop of Argyll and the Isles,                                                                                                                               
President of the Bishops’ Committee for Interreligious Dialogue 


