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À Mario Conti 

Archbishop of Glasgow 

Foreword by Archbishop Mario Conti 
ɯ 
In 2006 the Scottish Bishopsô Conference set up a Committee for 

Inter Religious Dialogue as part of the National Commission for 

Christian Doctrine and Unity to give a focus to their work on inter 

faith relations. The committee has tried to do this by making contact 

with faith communities through letters of greeting on the main 

festivals of each major religion and an annual reception for 

members of the major world faiths. 
 

An important part of the committeeôs work is to raise awareness 

within the Catholic community of the Churchôs teaching on its 

relations with world religions. This Study Guide is a contribution to 

that.  It is based on a document produced by the Bishops of England 

and Wales in 2010 which clearly sets out the Churchôs teaching as it 

has developed since the Second Vatican Council.  This teaching 

belongs to the universal Church and is, therefore, relevant to 

Catholics in Scotland. However Scotland has its own particular 

approaches to inter religious dialogue and it seemed appropriate to 

produce a document for study and discussion of the Churchôs 

teaching as laid out in the English and Welsh Bishopsô document, 

Meeting God in Friend and Stranger as well as giving information 

about the work of interreligious dialogue in Scotland.  
 

The study guide is meant for adult, pastoral and clergy education 

and I recommend it to you. I hope it will be a source of inspiration 

and an encouragement for Catholics to engage with those of other 

faiths. 



 

 

Preface 
 

Since the Second Vatican Council, the Church has encouraged Catho-

lics to engage in interreligious dialogue and Popes have pointed the 

way through their own example. However not all  Catholics are aware 

of this teaching and in recent years Conferences of Bishops have been 

concerned to make this teaching better known and to explore the im-

plications of the teaching in their own concrete situations. 

 

In 2010 the Bishopsô Conference of England and Wales published a 

booklet called Meeting God in Friend and Stranger. The document 

sets out the teaching of the Catholic Church on its relationship with 

other faiths. The Bishops, in their preface, acknowledge the             

importance of interreligious dialogue for the Church in the              

contemporary world, where issues arising from living in a multi-faith 

society present a challenge to us. 

 

The Conference of  Bishops  of Scotland gratefully acknowledges the 

content of Meeting God in Friend and Stranger and recommends it to 

the Catholics of Scotland as an important resource.  The Scottish                     

Bishops have approved this study guide which has been written to  

accompany Meeting God in Friend and Stranger.  The understanding 

is that the religious, social and cultural makeïup of the Scottish     

people will mean that we may have our own paths to follow and our 

own insights to contribute to the developing conversations. 
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The preface in Meeting God in Friend and Stranger sets out how 

it understands Church. It is good to get a sense of this before be-

ginning to study the document. 
 

Read P11 and what it states about ñthe use of the word  

óChurchô in the documentò. 
 

What are the various meanings of church? 
  

How will you know what meaning is being used in the text? 
  

What are the levels of authority within Church  teaching? 
 



 Chapter 1 
 

What is óInterreligious Dialogue? 
 

Chapter 1 in the document Meeting God in Friend & Stranger dis-

cusses what the Catholic Church means by the term óinterreligious 

dialogueô. Our own understanding of the words ódialogueô and 

óinterreligiousô is crucial if we are to understand the Catholic 

Churchôs teaching on 

dialogue with people 

of other faiths and 

those with none. Un-

derstanding our own 

faith community as 

well as those in dif-

ferent communities is 

essential for us to 

grow in our own faith 

and love of God and 

of each other.  

 

Read sections 1-4 
 

¶ What do you understand interreligious dialogue to mean? 
 

¶ What did Pope John Paul II describe interreligious  

 dialogue to be? 
 

¶ How does the Catholic Church understand interreligious 

 dialogue? 
 

¶ Why is it essential for Catholics to engage in dialogue? 

м 

 



 
The óChallenge of Differenceô 
 

With any type of relationship there can be misunderstandings, 

challenges, and sometimes moments of hurt. It can at times be 

difficult to understand otherôs values and beliefs particularly if 

they are different from our own.  
 

However, dialogue creates an opportunity for conversation and 

also enables us to see the common ground we share with 

someone of a different faith background. This allows us to grow 

in understanding of the other while maintaining our own beliefs 

and the values that are inherent in our Christian faith. 

 

Read sections 5-9 
 

 What can be the challenges of interreligious dialogue? 
 

 What does interreligious dialogue mean for a Christian? 
 

 What does the Catholic Church recognise in other  

 religions? 
 

 What does the Catholic Church caution when entering into  

 interreligious dialogue? 

н 
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Chapter 2 
 

The Changing Face of Britain 
 

Chapter 2 begins by looking at how Britain has become a multi-

faith and multi-cultural society with people of different faiths and 

cultures becoming more visible and prominent in society. This is 

also true of Scotland.  The census in 2001 asked a question about 

religion and showed the presence of different faith communities in 

our country. The picture that emerged for Scotland was: 
(Source 2001 census breakdown) 

 

These statistics show that Christians are over half the population 

of Scotland and that other faiths are small in comparison. The ma-

jority of the smaller faith communities live in the central belt 

which appears much more multi-faith and multi-cultural than oth-

er areas of Scotland.  There are, however, people of different 

faiths throughout Scotland as evidenced in the growing number of 

inter-faith groups from Shetland to Dumfries. The census of 2011 

will give more up to date information about the religious land-

scape of Scotland.  

CŀƛǘƘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ bǳƳōŜǊ  ҈ ƻŦ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴ 

.ǳŘŘƘƛǎǘ сΣоул лΦмо ҈ 

/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ оΣнфпΣрпр сп ҈ 

IƛƴŘǳ рΣрсп лΦмм҈ 

WŜǿƛǎƘ сΣппу лΦмо҈ 

aǳǎƭƛƳ пнΣррт лΦуп҈ 

{ƛƪƘ сΣртн лΦмо҈ 

hǘƘŜǊ нсΣфтп лΦро҈ 



 
 

THINK ABOUT . . . 
 

¶How you think Scotland has changed in recent years. 
 

¶What  you know of another faith. 
 

¶Your experience of someone who belongs to another faith. 
 

¶Look up 2011 Census statistics and reflect on how 

Scotland has changed. 
 

                                                              . . . TALK ABOUT 

п 
 



 
The impact of world events 
 

Sections 15 ï 18 consider how our attitude to others can be affect-

ed by world events. Natural disasters can bring out great generosi-

ty in people as we realise our common humanity. Terrorist attacks 

or fundamentalist attitudes can result in an increase in prejudice, 

discrimination, verbal and even physical attacks on people who 

are seen to be associated in some way with the perpetrators even 

though they are totally innocent.  Recently this has been the case 

for the Muslim community.  Antagonism against Muslims is 

called Islamophobia and it is similar to Anti-Semitism which is 

prejudice against Jews. 

 

THINK ABOUT . . . 
 

¶ How international incidents have affected your  

understanding of other faiths. 
 

¶ Why you think there is an increase in  

Islamophobia and Anti-Semitism. 

   . . . TALK  ABOUT 

р 



 
The Position of Christianity 

 

Like the rest of Britain Scotland has 

been a predominantly Christian coun-

try. Historically there have been ten-

sions between Presbyterianism and 

Catholicism, much of that given a 

new impetus by Highland and Irish 

immigration.  

The ecumenical movement has 

worked to overcome these divisions 

and helped us recognise our common 

Christianity.  Catholicism in Scotland 

is less diverse than in England but 

recent immigration from Eastern Eu-

rope has made us aware that the 

Church is larger than we might sometimes imagine.  For some 

people the Catholic Church in Scotland has come of age with the 

visits of Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI. It sees itself 

as having a role to play in society but at the same time the num-

ber of  practising Catholics is declining as it is in other Christian 

denominations.  

 

THINK ABOUT . . . 
 

¶ How the Church has changed in your lifetime and  

¶ experience. 
 

¶ How your awareness of the internationality of the  

Catholic Church has grown.  
 

¶ How the ecumenical movement has affected your  

¶ understanding of the Church. 
 

. . . TALK ABOUT 

с 

 



 
The Challenge of Pluralism 
 

This section of the document deals with pluralism and relativism.  

 

There are many ways to understand pluralism. To live and 

appreciate diversity of belief is not relativism.  Christians believe 

that in Jesus Christ ñthe full revelation of truth is givenò while 

other faiths believe that they too have the fullness of truth. 

Theologians who study world faiths and what this means for our 

Christian faith recognise that there is an ultimate truth and that 

religions have their own unique perspective on that. 

 

Read sections 23 ï 27  
 

¶  How do the authors understand pluralism? 
 

¶  Why is it important and what value does it have? 
 

¶  How do the authors understand relativism? 
 

¶  What is the Churchôs fear about relativism? 

 

The last sentence in this section says: . . .ñtruth is one and  

universal, and there are glimpses of that one truth and  

supreme good in other religions, and that it is the one God 

who, in His loving Providence, is the Creator of those  

elements of truth and goodnessò 
  
THINK ABOUT . . . 
 

¶The questions and challenges this poses for you. 
 

¶What implications it has for your attitude  toward other faiths.  

                                                . . . TALK ABOUT 

 

т 
 



 
Pastoral Consequences: Our Need to Reach Out to Others 
 

This chapter concludes with a call to all Christians to reach out 

to immigrants and those of other faiths with love, hospitality 

and friendship. 

Establishing good 

relations with 

those who are dif-

ferent from us is 

not easy. This is 

especially true if 

people come from 

countries that per-

secute Christians 

and are them-

selves prejudiced 

against Christiani-

ty. The document 

recognises that 

Christians too 

have been guilty 

of persecuting 

others and this 

creates tension in 

dialogue.  

у 

 

THINK ABOUT . . . 
 

¶  Situations in the present or the past that might make  

people of different faiths suspicious of one another  
 

¶  How we can establish the trust necessary for dialogue. 
 

. . . TALK ABOUT 

 



 Chapter 3 
 

Dialogue in the Teaching of the Catholic Church 
 

Chapter 3 is the longest chapter of the document and it deals 

with the Churchôs teaching on world religions. The churchôs 

attitude to world religions changed at the Second Vatican 

Council and set the Church on the path of dialogue.  The 

document that dealt with this was called Nostra Aetate which 

means  óIn our timeô. The chapter begins with an important 

quotation from section 2 of 

Both Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI have shown by 

example how important it is to meet with people of other faiths. 

They have visited Mosques and Synagogues and who can forget 

the images of John Paul kissing the Qurôan and Pope Benedict 

praying in the Blue Mosque in Istanbul.  The Church has also 

published statements and documents about interreligious dialogue 

such as Dialogue and Mission, Dialogue and Proclamation and 

Dominus Jesus. 

ф 
 

  

Read the quotation on page 25  
 

¶ How do you respond to it? 
  

¶ We are asked to acknowledge, preserve and encourage the     

 spiritual and moral truths of other faiths. How might we do 

this? 
  

¶ What would the world be like if religions did this for one 

another?            
  

¶What would need to change to make this a reality? 



 
However the principal statement of the Churchôs teaching 

authority is Nostra Aetate, The Declaration on the Relation of the 

Church to Non-Christian Religions. It was originally meant to be 

a statement about the Churchôs relationship to the Jewish people 

but was broadened out to include Islam, Hinduism and 

Buddhism.  The section on Judaism is the longest in the 

document and shows the special relationship the Church has with 

her Jewish brothers and sisters.  

Religion often has to deal in paradoxes.  In her teaching about 

other world faiths the Church tries to keep a balance between 

belief that God wills the salvation of all people and Jesus Christ 

as the mediator of this salvation; between the truth and holiness 

in other faiths and the fullness of truth to be found in Jesus; 

between the call to dialogue and the call to evangelisation. These 

are issues that many contemporary theologians explore and 

мл 
 

  
Read Sections 43 ï 48 and note the Churchôs teaching on 

Judaism. 
 

Does anything surprise you in this? 
 

Does anything challenge you or raise questions for you? 
 

What is significant about relations with the Jews being 

part of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian 

Unity? 
 

John Paul II talked of the Jews being our elder brothers 

and sisters; what does this mean to you? 



 
But there are three basic themes to be found in the Churchôs 

teaching: 
 

1. The unity of the human race. 

2. Openness to what is true and holy in other religions. 

3. The call to dialogue. 

мм 
 

 

 Read sections 54-60 on the unity of the human race. 
 

Note what it is that unites human beings. 
 

¶How does this relate to religious freedom?  
  

¶ What consequence does this have for relations with other 

faiths and the Churchôs call to evangelisation? 


